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Date History of Selected Actions* 

 
 
1. 
 
 
 
 
2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. 
 
 
 
 
 
4. 
 
 
 
 
5. 
 
 
 

 
1987, 70th 
legislature 
SB 994 
 
 
 
Dec.  4, 1987 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dec.  22, 1987 
 
 
 
 
 
Jan.  13, 1988  
 
 
 
 
March 23, 1988 
 
 
 

 
Texas legislature enacts Senate Bill 994.  Section 13.036 (1) requires an “academic major or interdisciplinary academic 
major  including reading, other than education, which is related to the public school curriculum” for the teaching certificate 
and (2) allows no more than 18 SCH of education, including student teaching.  Additional hours could be allowed for 
bilingual education, English as a second language, early childhood education, or special education. (recodified in 1995 as 
Sec. 21.050) 
 
THECB adopts Guidelines for Implementation of S.B. 994. Guidelines discontinue certain degree names, e.g., Business 
Education; disallow certain majors as stand-alone majors, e.g. science education; and define the interdisciplinary academic 
major (IAM) requirements. IAM must consist of 48 undergraduate SCH with 21 upper -division.  Undergraduate academic 
courses (but not teaching methods or pedagogy) in reading, early childhood education, special education, bilingual 
education, and English as a second language may be included in the IAM. No more than 18 SCH may be included in ECE, 
Special Education, bilingual education or English as a second language. (By law, additional credit in reading may be 
required by the State Board of Education.)  If such 18 hour block is selected in one of the four areas, then at least 30 SCH 
must be taken from a combination of any three of the following:  mathematics, language arts, social sciences, reading, 
science, fine arts.  
 
THECB distributes Procedures for Implementing Coordinating Board Guidelines regarding S. B. 994. After restating the 
statute and guidelines on degrees and majors, the procedures (1) state that only academic subject matter courses will be 
applied to the major, and (2) reiterate statute that academic majors must relate to the public school curriculum.  The 
procedures restate the IAM requirements adopted in the Guidelines, and state that interdisciplinary academic programs 
must satisfy the 1987 Standards as adopted by the SBOE.  
 
TEA and THECB send a memorandum to Chief Academic Officers and Deans of Education to address questions raised by 
S.B. 994.  The response states that education courses are defined through course prefixes, course titles, and course 
descriptions, and addresses whether methods courses in reading are allowed in the IAM (yes) and whether methods 
courses in the four specializations could be part of the IAM (no). 
 
TEA and THECB distribute a memorandum responding to questions from institutional representatives concerning 
implementation of S. B. 994, specifically addressing how the 18 hour block of education courses would be determined, 
what would define a course as “education”, how much reading could be included in the IAM, whether methods courses in 
reading could be included in the IAM, and whether IAM requirements could be exceeded. 
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6. 
 
 
 
 
7. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. 
 
 
 
 
 
10. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Sept. 7, 1988 
 
 
 
 
October 5, 1988 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nov. 14, 1988 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1991, 72nd 
Legislature  
HB 2885 
 
 
 
Fall  1992 
 
 
 
 

 
 
THECB sends memorandum to Deans of Education to clarify degree requirements for secondary and all-level certificate 
programs being submitted for approval.  Reviews address (1) comparability of degree requirements between teacher and 
non-teacher preparation students, (2) assurance that courses required in general education, the major, and the minor 
are academic courses, and (3) likelihood that program can be completed within four years. 
 
THECB sends memorandum to Public University Chief Academic Officers and Deans of Education addressing proposals 
seeking certificate program changes where no new degree authority was requested.   Factors being considered include (1) 
existing degree authority, (2) size of curriculum (i.e., reasonable within a four-year program), (3) similarity to programs in 
the same field for persons not planning to become teachers, (4) number of teacher education course credit hours, (no 
more than 18), and (5) general education courses and courses in the major/minor (for example, whether courses would 
be appropriate for students not planning to become teachers). 
 
THECB distributes a letter with the Guidelines on Teacher Education adopted by the CB on Oct. 28, 1988.  The guidelines 
require every public institution with teacher preparation programs to offer 18 SCH of professional development at the 
undergraduate level as part of the initial certificate program. Courses for post-baccalaureate certification must be for 
undergraduate credit and funding only. (amended 7/94, see exhibit 13) Courses for additional certificates can be offered at 
the master’s level funding if they have specific undergraduate course prerequisites and are significantly different in 
content, depth and breadth from undergraduate counterparts. 
Extensive requirements for extended certificate preparation programs are outlined and place special emphasis on minority 
student participation, other options for certification, and program evaluation. Graduate degree programs must require at 
least 30 SCH beyond the first 18 required for initial certification. 
 
House Bill 2885 establishes Centers for Professional Development and Technology and allows the centers to implement 
comprehensive field-based teacher education programs to supplement the student teaching hours required in Section 
13.036(b), the section that establishes the 18 SCH limit in education courses for the initial certificate.  These programs must 
be based on current research into state-of-the-art teaching practices, curriculum theory and application, evaluation of 
student outcomes, and the effective application of technology and include rigorous evaluation of the program.   
 
THECB adopts definition of field-based courses:  courses in which the primary activity is performance of some professional 
teacher activities by the university student while interacting with public school students and teachers, and with university 
faculty members in a school-related setting.  Activities do not necessarily include teaching but must be beyond observation 
in the classroom. Interaction with students, teachers, and university faculty must be regular and frequent.  Courses eligible 
for field-based funding include the professional development sequence as possibly reading, early childhood, bilingual and 
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11. 
 
 
 
12. 
 
 
 
 
13. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
14. 
 
 
 
 
 
15. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
October 5, 1993 
 
 
 
June 30, 1994 
 
 
 
 
July 14, 1994 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 27, 
1994 
 
 
 
 
1995, 74th 
legislature 
SB 1 
 
 
 

special education.  
 
 
THECB distributes a memorandum addressing transition to field-based models to Chief Academic Officers and Deans of 
Education, Public Senior Institutions Approved as Centers for Professional Development and Technology.  This memo 
reaffirms the guidelines on IAMs and the 139 SCH limit for a bachelor’s degree plus initial certification.   
 
THECB distributes a memorandum to Deans of Education at Public Universities with Centers for Professional Development 
and Technology that addresses criteria for field-based courses, raising the 18 SCH limit to 24 SCH, proposed changes to 
allow post-baccalaureate initial certification programs to be offered at the master’s level instead of through undergraduate 
courses, and possible changes to the IAM suggested by TACTE. 
 
THECB adopts changes to the guidelines for post-baccalaureate initial certification programs to allow courses to be 
offered at the graduate level if certain conditions are met.  These include (1) having specific undergraduate course 
prerequisites that can be shown to be significantly different in content, depth, and breadth from graduate counterparts 
and restricting leveling courses to the undergraduate level, (2) requiring no more professional development graduate 
credit hours for initial certification than the number required in the undergraduate degree programs for initial certification, 
and (3) allowing only those qualified to enter the post-baccalaureate teacher education program and the institution as 
regular or special graduate students to enroll in these courses and prohibiting concurrent graduate and undergraduate 
enrollment in the courses.  Also, institutions can offer additional certification programs at the master’s level for students 
who have a bachelor’s degree and an initial certificate, if they have specific undergraduate prerequisites, and can be shown 
to be significantly different in content, depth, and breadth from their undergraduate counterparts. 
 
THECB and TEA distributes a memorandum addressing requests to exceed the 18 SCH limit in education imposed by SB 
994 and HB 2885 and to move to field-based teacher education programs.  Both agencies agreed that (1) the institution 
must be a participant in a designated Center for Professional Development and Technology, (2) proposals must certify 
that academic degree integrity is retained, and (3) the program does not require more than 139 SCH for both the degree 
and initial certificate. 
 
Texas legislature enacts SB 1, the rewrite of the Texas Education Code.  Section 13.036. Academic Degree Required for 
Teaching Certificate,  becomes  Section 21.050 Academic Degree Required for Teaching Certificate; Internship with 
conforming and non-substantive changes. Section 13.050, Centers for Professional Development and Technology, becomes 
Section 21.047, Centers for Professional Development of Teachers with several sections eliminated.  The option for field-
based programs to supplement student teaching SCH remains. 
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16. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
17. 
 
 
 
 
18. 
 
 

19. 

 

 

 

 

 

20. 

 

July 25, 1996 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1999, 76th 
legislature 
HB 713 
 
 
April 5, 2000 
 
 
 
August 1, 2001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2005, 79th 
Legislature 
HB 1172 
 

THECB sends a memorandum to Chief Academic Officers or Education Deans regarding Teacher Education Standards as 
some programs are moving toward field-based courses in the traditional teacher preparation sequence and others are 
restructuring as Centers for Professional Development and Technology (CPDT).  The memo restates the requirements for 
the academic or IAM degree and the guidelines for the IAM. The memo also states a test for determining if a course may 
be included in the academic major or not:  whether  the course will count toward a degree for persons majoring in that 
or other disciplines, but who are not seeking teacher certification.  Courses that are designed primarily for teachers 
cannot be used as part of the academic major. The memo also states that non-CPDTs are limited to 18 SCH, including 
student teaching.  Approved CPDTs may propose restructured programs that contain up to 24 SCH of professional 
development, including student teaching.  No other education courses could be included in the degree.   Total SCH may not 
exceed 139 and must be delivered at the undergraduate level. 
 
Texas legislature adds Section 61.0514 requiring the CB, with cooperation and advice of the SBEC, to adopt educator 
preparation guidelines that promote, to the extent practicable, the integration of subject matter knowledge with 
classroom teaching strategies and techniques in order to maximize the effectiveness and efficiency of coursework required 
for certification under Subchapter B, Chapter 21.  
 
THECB sends a memorandum to Provosts, Academic Vice Presidents, and Deans of Education regarding educator 
preparation degree program changes prompted by revisions in educator certification standards recently adopted by SBEC.   
 
THECB distributes memorandum about revisions to educator preparation programs in light of recent changes to 
certification areas and levels adopted by the State Board of Educator Certification (SBEC).  Concerns expressed by IHEs 
about fulfilling requirements for three bodies led the Coordinating Board and State Board of Educator Certification to 
develop “Requirements for Approval of New or Revised Undergraduate Degree Programs Leading to Teacher Certification 
in Texas (EC-4, 4-8, 8-12, and EC-12 Programs.” The chart summarizes previous statutory requirements and rules, policies 
and procedures adopted by the CB and SBEC. Forms for program submission, as well as the Classification of Education 
Courses Versus Academic Subject Matter Courses document were provided.  The chart states that SCH specified in SBEC 
rules are “guidelines” that will be amended to reflect the standards based certification system.  A sample of the new 
standards was included at SBEC’s request.  The memo is intended to clarify existing policies and statures rather than 
convey any policy changes. 
 
Texas legislature passes HB 1172 which places a statutory limitation on SCHs required for a baccalaureate degree.  For 
any student entering after Fall 2008 on, the SACS minimum required credit hours required for a degree (currently 120) will 
be the maximum allowed credit hours for a baccalaureate degree.  Each institution can determine whether there is a 
compelling academic reason to allow a degree program to require additional credit hours, beyond the 120 credit hours 
provided for in the statute.  
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21. 

 

22. 

 

 

23. 

 

24. 

 

25. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
July 8, 2008 
 
 
 
Oct. 15, 2008 
 
 
 
 
2009, 81st 
Legislature 
SB 174 
 
Aug. 10, 2009 
 
 
 
Sept. 1, 2009 

 
In response to changes in certificate levels adopted by SBEC that establish Early childhood-Grade 6 (EC-6) certificates, the 
CB distributes a letter stating that public IHEs with a THECB–approved Early Childhood-Grade 4 (EC-4) Generalist program 
are automatically approved by the THECB to add the EC-6 Generalist program.  Applicable state law and THECB rule and 
policy remain in effect.   
 
THECB distributes a letter stating that public IHEs with a THECB-approved EC-4 Bilingual Generalist and/or EC-4 English as a 
Second Language (ESL) Generalist program are automatically approved by the THECB to add the corresponding programs.  
Applicable state law and THECB rule and policy remain in effect. 
 
 
Texas legislature passes SB 174 that requires SBEC to make changes to the accountability system for educator preparation 
programs, establishes program sanctions, and requires posting of information on program quality. 
 
 
THECB distributes a letter stating that public IHEs with a THECB-approved Grades 6-12 Spanish, French, or German program 
are automatically approved by the THECB to add the EC-12 Spanish, French, or German programs. Applicable state law and 
THECB rule and policy remain in effect. 
 
THECB distributes a memo to Presidents and Chief Academic Officers of Universities and Health-Related Institution 
regarding new policies and procedures for academic program approval and review. A new bachelor’s program, including 
one combined with an educator preparation certificate program, that meets set criteria (the program has institutional and 
governing board approval; the program complies with the Standards for Bachelor’s and Master’s Programs; adequate funds 
are available to cover costs of the new program; new costs during the first five years will not exceed $2M; the program is 
non-engineering, i.e., not CIP code 14; and the program will be offered by a university or health-related institution)  is 
automatically approved if no objections are received during the 30-day public comment period.  Revisions to existing 
educator preparation programs do not need to be submitted to the Coordinating Board. 

 














































































































































































































































































	History with bookmarks Final.pdf
	History with bookmarks 2.pdf
	#1
	#2
	#3
	#4
	#5
	#6
	#7
	#8
	#9
	#10
	#11
	#12
	#13
	#14
	#15
	#16
	#17
	#18
	#19
	#20
	#21
	#22
	#23
	#24
	#25



